Resource document on the use of restraint and seclusion in correctional mental health care.
This resource document discusses the use of seclusion or restraint for purposes of mental health intervention in correctional facilities. Correctional mental health standards essentially state that seclusion or restraint, when used for health care purposes, should be implemented in a manner consistent with current community practice. The community practice was significantly impacted and revised during July 1999, after the Health Care Financing Administration defined rules for the use of seclusion and restraint in facilities that participate in Medicare and Medicaid. Since few correctional facilities are Medicare or Medicaid participants, these rules had little impact on the use of seclusion or restraint for mental health care purposes in correctional systems. Consequently, many correctional health care systems have not developed policies, procedures, or practices that are consistent with current community practice. This document provides guidance in remedying such problems, with a focus on areas relevant to timeframes, settings, and monitoring.